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Fr. Tom Phelan Remembered – A Legacy of Humanism & Faith
Father �omas Phelan passed away on March 31, 2006. He was instrumental in the building of the Chapel + 

Cultural Center on the RPI Campus, and in the growth of the Rensselaer Newman Foundation. What follows is 

a remembrance of Fr. Phelan, written by Matt Ezovski ‘06, titled, ’Phelan Leaves a Legacy of Faith,’ and pub-

lished in the Poly in April, 2006.

(continued on page 4)



�e Legacy of the Wiberleys

Alumni Corner

ESTEEM (Engaging Students to Enliven the Ecclesial Mission)

Newman Fellow and KOC alumni lead 
Emmaus Retreat 2025

Emmaus retreat program.
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Spring Semester at the C+CC: A Hub of Activity at Rensselaer and Troy

Submitted by Tracy Watson, MDiv, Associate Catholic Chaplain
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Tuesday Nite Newman

Pictures from just a few of the many student events at the C+CC this semester….
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Saint of Engineers
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Leave a Legacy – 
Join the Phelan-Wiberley Society
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Coming soon: 
RPI Catholic Giving Day – Sunday, June 8
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Advancement Corner
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“Working at the C+CC was a 

great way to get immersed in the 

Religious and Cultural Side of 

RPI, it provided a balance from 

the academic rigor of the institute 

and in many ways enabled me 

to perform better academically… 

During my time at the C+CC, I 

thoroughly enjoyed interacting 

and helping the piano instructors, as they setup their 

recitals and shows, enabling them to materialize their 

exact vision.” —Ethson ‘25

“Working at the C+CC is an abso-

lute blessing. It allows me to get 

off campus, dive into hands-on 

projects that clear my mind, as 

well as enjoy breaks playing the 

beautiful grand piano—a refresh-

ing escape from life at RPI.” 

—Reid ‘26

“What I enjoy most about working 

at the C+CC is the opportunity to 

spend time in a space as serene 

and reverent as our church. In an 

environment like this, even a task 

as mundane as stacking chairs 

can become contemplative. I also 

love being around many of the 

multipurpose functions that 

the C+CC hosts, whether that be potlucks or evening a 

capella practices.” —Paul ’25
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Please visit our website or follow us 
on Facebook to view a full list of 
upcoming events.
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If you’re getting this newsletter, you have been connected to the Rensselaer Newman Foundation and our mission at RPI, and you 

understand how important our work is, bringing together faith, humanities, science and engineering. Please consider making a gift 

to the Foundation to continue our work; know also that we’re praying for you at every Mass at the Chapel + Cultural Center.

Please refer to rensselaernewman.org for event times. 
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A New Look for the Sun & Balance


